ecutive Secretary of the United States Con- 
nce for the World Council of Churches, 
ording to an announcement from the Execu- 
ommittee of that body which met Tues- 
, September 15, in New York City. In a 
lar action by the Executive Committee of 
World Council of Churches, meeting re- 
. at the World Council a ae e 


all World Council body. His office will be 
: the New York office of the World Council of 
hurches, and he will have responsibility for the 
EEC. work carried on through the thirty-one 
erican churches (denominations); but he 
also be a member of the world staff which 
esents 161 member churches in 48 countries. 
’r. Cavert will assume his new duties with 
World Council in February, 1954. His re- 
ement as General Secretary of the National 
incil of Churches of Christ in the USA was 
ounced to the General Board of that body, 
eting in New York on Wednesday, Septem- 
t 16. The Rev. Dr. Roy G. Ross has been 
ected new administrative head of the National 
incil of Churches to succeed Dr. Cavert. 

r. Cavert’s retirement on February I will 
nate thirty-five years of service to the Na- 
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tional Council and the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches, 
which was one of the 
twelve interdenominational 
organizations merging into 
that body in 1949. Prior to 
the formation of the World 
Council of Churches in 
1948, he spent some time 
in Geneva, and was one of 
the most influential of the 
American churchmen who 
helped in the formation of the plans for the 
world body. He attended the constituting As- 
sembly of the World Council at Amsterdam, 
and since that time has acted as a consultant 
from the Federal Council and the National 
Council to the World Council of Churches. As 
the new Executive Secretary for the U.S. Con- 
ference for the World Council, he will have an 
important role in the Second World Assembly, 
to be held at Evanston, Illinois, in August, 1954. 


We record with a most profound sense of 
loss the death on August 20 of Dean Clarence 
Tucker Craig of Drew Theological School, 
Madison, New Jersey. He was Vice Chairman 
of the Commission on Faith and Order and a 
member of the Board of the Graduate School 
of Ecumenics, University of Geneva. 
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FRIENDS OF WCC—DEC. 8 


Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, General Secretary 
of the World Council of Churches in Geneva, 
will be the featured speaker at the annual meet- 
ing of the Friends of the World Council of 
Churches to be held on Tuesday, December 8, 
at the Broadway Tabernacle Church. Dr. Samuel 
McCrea Cavert, who will become Executive 
Secretary of the New York office of the World 
Council of Churches in February, will be pre- 
sented to the group. 

The meeting will start with luncheon at 
1 p.m. ($2) and continue until 4 p.m. Reserva- 
tions can be made through the New York office 
of the World Council (156 Fifth Avenue. 
WA 4-8551). Members are urged to bring 
friends. The legal meeting will be very brief. 
The “Friends of the W.C.C.” corporation is 
made up of all persons who contributed to the 
support of the World Council of Churches 
during the preceding calendar year. 


The issues that the Assembly will raise for 
American Christians will be discussed by Dr. 
Douglas Horton, of the W.C.C. Central Com- 


mittee, us 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
bulletin published by the World Council of 
Churches, Conference of U.S.A. Member Churches, 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Elsie 
Thomas Culver, Secretary for Public Relations, 
editor. The Council unites 161 Anglican, Ortho- 
dox and Protestant communions in 46 countries. 
Neither the COURIER nor the World Council of 
Churches is responsible for opinions quoted in 
its columns. 
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Legal Notice of Meeting of 
FRIENDS OF THE 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, INC. 


The regular Annual Meeting of the 


FRIENDS OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES, INC., will be held at 1 p.m. on 


Tuesday, December 8, 1953, at the Broadway _ 
Tabernacle Church, 56th Street and Broadway — 
(entrance at 211 West 56th Street), New York _ 
City. At this meeting business will be trans- 
acted, reports of the year’s work made, and 
members of the Board of Directors elected. 


Attest: HENRY SMITH LEIPER . 
Secretary 


Following its usual recent procedure, th 
Commission of the Churches on Internation 
Affairs has issued a memorandum upon thift 
selected items from the provisional agenda & 
the Eighth Session of the United Nations Get 
eral Assembly, which it will be watching wit 
special concern as the Assembly sessions prt 
gress. Many of these items deal with subje¢ 
upon which the Central Committee of | 7 
World Council has issued memoranda. settir 
forth its point of view. Limited supply. 35¢ 

“The Meaning of Evanston 1954,” by 
W. A. Visser 't Hooft, has been reprinted fr 
The Christian Century, August 19, 1953. 


The poster bulletin on the inside of 
Courier should be posted on your church bulle 
board. Copies 18 x 25 with some specific oid 
for Evanston pre-participation are available. 


Above items from W.C.C., 156 Fifth a 
New York City 10. Postage please. 


World Council of Churches 
ROOM 1005 

156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, N. Y. 


SEC. 34.65(e), P. L. & R 


U. S. POSTAGE. 
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CHRISTIANS LOOK AT 
THE UNITED NATIONS 


The C.C.I.A. Executive Committee issued the 
following statement at Bossey, Switzerland, con- 
cerning their attitude on the U.N.: 

“The United Nations has been created be- 
cause of the longings of the peoples for a just 
and durable peace and their sense of need for 
collective security. . . . Its work is, in many 
respects, directed toward goals which Christians 
believe to be in accordance with God’s will for 
justice among His children. 

“An understanding of the substantial contri- 
butions which the United Nations has thus far 
made must reckon with the handicaps under 
which it is forced to operate. The United Na- 
tions reflects the disorder of this interdependent 
world. In its structure it is an association of 
sovereign states. . . . It operates on the fron- 
tier of international anarchy. It is threatened 
by a jungle of clashing nationalisms, social sys- 
tems, and power blocs. Indeed, its decisions are 
at times influenced, if not determined, by these 
same forces. The development of its limited 
powers has been hindered, especially in the 
realm of security, by the abuse of the veto. 

“Nevertheless, the United Nations, as well as 
related agencies, including the International 
Court of Justice, provide the nations with an 
instrument for the development of international 
law, the just regulation of common interests of 
nations as well as for the peaceful settlement 
of disputes, and the discouragement of threats 
to peace. It also provides a world forum for the 
interchange of thought between diverse cultures 
and viewpoints. .. . 

“Moreover, the United Nations offers the best 
means for co-ordinating the activities of the 
nations for human welfare. Through its related 
organizations it is rendering valuable service in 
combatting ignorance, want and disease, espe- 
cially in underdeveloped territories. It is helping 
to create a common mind on the subject of 
Human Rights, and to provide those services 
essential for refugees and migrants. 

“Therefore, the United Nations needs and 
deserves the discerning and active support of 
Christians. The valid purposes of the Charter 
can be served neither by Utopian illusions nor 
by irresponsible defeatism, but only by the con- 


The Rev. Philip Potter, pastor of The 
dist Church in Cap Haitien, Haiti, and 
man of the World Council of Churches Ye 
Department Committee, was honored at a lu 
eon sponsored by the Youth Departments of 
World Council of Christian Education and 
World Council of Churches on Thursday, S 
tember 17, 1953, in New York City. He 
ported on two months’ visit to West A 
which he recently completed on behalf of 
two youth departments. 

The Church of West Africa, Mr. Potter s 
is education-centered. It is so concerned y 
developing schools that the fellowship w 
the church itself is sometimes overshadoy 


church leaders are not too appreciative of mic 
ments to develop youth work and train 
leaders. 

“The young people of Africa,” he conclu 
“need a fellowship rooted in Christ and 
world-wide Christianity, yet with a releve 
to faith for their daily life and work.” 


Birthday gift: A friend of the World Cou 
who read about August 23 being the fifth as 
versary of the constituting Assembly of 
W.C.C. in Amsterdam and about what had b 
accomplished in that 5-year period, sent 3 
birthday gift of $500. 

* * * \ 

Visitors from Geneva: Two members of 
Geneva staff of the W.C.C., Dr. Elfan Rees 
Miss Madeleine Barot have recently arrive: 
the U.S. Dr. Rees will report to the UN 
the relief and refugee situation in Korea, 
rope and the Near East, and Miss Barot wil 
meeting with denominational women’s Br 
while in this country. 


structive support of all people of good will. 
tremendous task of developing effective ir 
national machinery cannot be performed wi 
a few years, but only by the patient and cun 
tive effort of generations. To aid in this ta: 
a Christian duty.” ay 


io 


